+ Scrifture further tells us that only the virgins follow for the heavenly and eternal one." (Pope Pius XII, "Sacra Virginitas", <+ The vow of celibacy has led to the priest scandals. This physical, mental and emotional appetites. The true,
the Lamb wherever he goes. 1954 AD.) argument is also used by the misinformed who simply believe {)hrofo#n_d ree;sonlfor ded|gated celibac t|s, als \tl_\le hﬁz_ve s_a;d,
if pri e choice of a closer and more complete relationship wi
"Then | looked and there was the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, "Those who so bind themselves by the vows of religion, far from m;'tft%lesé%%%ﬂlfeg?{gisthtﬁﬁ mg“éﬁ‘ab;i?"o”;?,{g gfr%%?gds the mystery of Christ and the Chorch for the good ofal
and with him a hundred and forty-four thousand who had his name having suffered a loss of liberty, enjoy that fuller and freer kind, ts hav yb n committed by hom o nd many involvi mankind: in this choice there is no doubt that those highest
and his Father's name written on their foreheads. | heard a sound that liberty, namely, by which Christ hath made us free. And this ags| ave t eGObCQ | e I ¥.NO qsetU? S and ma y|d ot ¢ human values are able to find their fullest expression. The
from heaven like the sound of rushing water or a loud peal of further view of theirs, namely, that the religious life is either entirely useless adolescents. Ybviously, allowing priests to marry would no choice of celibacy does not connote ignorance of or
thunder. The sound | heard was like that of harpists playing or of litle service to the Church, besides being injurious to the religious change this sad state of affairs. In fact, even if there were no contempt for the Sexual instinct and man's capacity for
their harps. They were singing (what seemed to be) a new orders cannot be the opinion of anyone who has read the annals of the longer a celibate priesthood, scandals would still occur (in iving himself in love. That would certainly do damage to
hymn before thé throne, before the four living creatures and Church. Did not KOUT country, the United States, derive the addition to those which have already been committed by gis physical and psychological balance. On the contrary,
the elders. No one could learn this hymn except the hundred beginnin s both of faith and of culture from the children of these homosexuals and agalnst adolescents, you would Ilkely then it demands clear understanding, careful self-control and
and forty-four thousand who had been ransomed from the religious families? to one of whom but very lately, a thing greatly have to add adultery to the list of scandals). In fact, it may be a wise elevation of the mind to%igher realities. In this
earth. 'Ii'tf‘\,ese are they who were not defiled with women; they to your praise, you have decreed that a statue be publicly erected. argued that it is harder for married persons to obey God than way celibacy sets the whole man on a higher level and
are virgins and these are the ones who follow the Lamb And even at the present time wherever the religious families are those who take a vow of celibacy. IPurthermore, the scandals makes an effective contribution to his perfection." (Pope
WthhTEVET he goes. GT hély hg‘{ﬁ bfen Lﬂfgl?";]ed 2 the fiéstfmitﬁ of L%utnhde' h[‘]’g f)?%‘;d of,t’m Zleot h°:’r;’r‘:gf#| ?ega';"ﬁgtmcg g:g‘i:é?‘fks involving priests vowed to celibacy have been shown to be not Paul VI, 1967 A.D.)
the human race for God and the Lamb. On their lips no deceit has Y 1 : Flow v y leavi i i i
been found; they are unblemished." (Rv. 14:1-5) P strange lands to impart the truth of the gospel and to widen the out of proportion with those of otfier persons who are maried, 4 Celibacy is unhealthy or injures a man's
s they ﬂ iliration: : : and involve only a small amount of all priests. Also, it should be d
bﬁ”"rfsff c'v'l'zf‘ﬁm"‘ a-?dk}'}i's they cli%wtlthftt?]e greategt ¢ remembered that it is not celibacy that caused the scandals - it development. Again, If such were trued why would
] . e A OerS s OF TAelr umaer no is some priests' failure to live up fo their vow of celibacy that Christ and St. Paul both recommend it? Why have so
Other Reasons For/ Benefit o/ Facs Regarding | - s, e i fom st vy, e Gt wor e s B S E Onerioneibas el | ey celbleand sy ressBeen so el nd
Priestly Celibacy: the teachers of youth and the Church itself the examples of all sincg %Omettrf]\iqg isbag“sed’rit ishbad! ﬁath%f, 'tT'ﬁ the ,abusfe ofa txf 'Cﬂ3¥§'1%”82"522°y“%“£3$ }E‘an gﬁﬁey Z%Q'r?‘s%yegﬁh
. . . ity. i ood thing that Is bad, not the thing abused! "The value of a : /
+ Priestly celibacy s a source of grace for the Church sanctity. Nor should any difference of praise be made between those who ?h‘ gt atis bad, not the bg ised! The value o or development, helps enable his true development
¥] follow the active state of life and those others who, charmed with solitude, ing must not be judged by its abuse.” And finally, the failure
\tAI’lhIChI af. contf”bmled much both to her growth and to give themselves to prayer and bodily mortification. And how much, indeed, of on the part of some prelates to thwart further problems towards Christ.
e salvation of souls. good report these have merited, and do merit, is known surely to all who do exacergated the scandals. These factors cannot rightly be "In any case, the Church of the West cannot weaken her
+ Priestl lib . due to the tirel K not forget that the 'continual prayer of the just man' avails to placate and to blamed on priestly celibacy. faithful observance of her own tradition. Nor can she be
'f'les y celibacy Is necessary due to the lireless wor bring down the blessings of heaven when to such prayers bodily mortification . regarded as having followed for centuries a path which
of a priest. is added." (Pope Leo XIlI, "Testem Benevolentiae Nostrae", 1899 A.D.) + ;I'I*;(e Church ‘E“f’-ﬂ" havTeh thefrlght to force sl_?meone tr? instf.ad "Jfaf‘{ﬁri'f "Rﬁ sI‘Tiﬂtua,l richness of individual ’
: ooy ; . . . o ake a vow of celibacy. This, of course, is true. However, the souls and of the [faithful, has in some way compromise
M Prl:zs,ﬂy {:ﬁlllﬁacx(ls“adrtmred bydthe roclI( Y afndhthﬁe 3 Priestly celibacy, a continual act of self-denial which Church does not force p%ests to take a vow of celibacy. it, or of having stifled, with arbitra undical
ggc%‘s searyei i ‘t)gdéy' sssv g I'? dgoo example of chastity, so frees the prlesh frlom (}he flesthh and fr?[n temptqtral Although she may require celibacy for admission to the prels_{;rlptl?ns,t the freg e;(pansw"n(g heroﬁl rfggl_;rxin )
’ concerns, may help advance the priest in sanctity. riesthood - and it is in her power to set down requirements for reallties of nature and of grace. (Fope Faul ¥l, -
"Virginity fully deserves the name of angelic virtue, which St. "There is yet another reason why souls desirous of a total ﬁ,er ministers - the candidate makes this conscious choice on "[]t is against common sense, which the Church always
Cyprian writing to virgins affirms: 'What we are to be, you have consec,'ad’on to the service o;N ng arl\ld neiglhbgr embrace the his own. He gives this gift of himself only after full reflection and ho]Ids.m esteem, to consider the sexual instinct as the
already commenced to be. You already possess in this world the state of virginity. It is, as the holy Fathers have abundantly preparation. It is a fully conscious choice with the realization most important and the deepest of human tendencies,
glory of the resurrection; you pass through the world without illustrated, the numerous advantages for advancement in spiritual that he is making a life-long commitment. Since the Church is gnd to conclude from this that man cannot restrain it for
suffering its contagion. In preserving virgin chastity, you are the life which derive from a complete renouncement of all sexual pleasure. our loving Mother who knows what is best for us, she seeks to e eeaont W G the harr oo effrsem
: f ) p! L OT¢ p! oving d f : S, and consequently without injuring the harmony of his
.e%uals of the angels of God.' To souls, restless for a purer life or Itis not to be thought that such pleasure, when it arises from lawful provide her children with the best priests possible - those personality. As St. Thomas very rightly observes, the
inflamed with the desire to possess the kingdom of heaven, marriage, is reprehensible in itself; on the contrary, the chaste use of riests dedicated to God and zealous for our spiritual welfare. deepest nafural instinct is the instinct of self-
virginity offers itself as 'a pearl of great price," for which one 'sells marriage is ennobled and sanctified by a special sacrament, as the Eﬁqose who are unwilling to vow celibacy are not forced to do so preservation; the sexual instinct comes second. In
allthat he has, and buys It Married people and even those who Fathers themselves have clearly remarked. Nevertheless, it must be <ty are Sy conaiterad anetatle cancitates for the addition, it is for the rational inclination, which is the
are captives of vice, at the contact of virgin souls, often equally admitted that as a consequence of the fall of Adam the lower : ¥h d ply distinguishing privilege of our nature, to regulate these
g:imire Ithe splendg{ of.theirbtranstﬂarert purity, afnd feel faculties of human nature are no longer obedient to right reason, and priesthood. Iﬂndam(epntal |B_stin;:(t"s ggd by e_om_in_?tin'g %3 sem\o[t))l)e
emselves moved to rise above the pleasures of sense. may involve man in dishonorable actions. As the Angelic Doctor has it, : ; : . em." (Pope Pius XII, "Sacra Virginitas", .D.
When St. Thomas states 'that to virgin?ty is awarded the tribute heuse of marriaée 'kleeps the soul fom full abandon {0 the senvice of + Ending priestly celibacy would open the priesthood u " ' '
of the highest beauty,' it is because its example s captivating; God." (Pope Pius XIl, "Sacra Virginitas", 1954 A.D.) :)? S?é'é Iynggﬁg:&n%gf E)%sén\,\tlr?g%ﬁggtlﬂgc}getgﬁg}reemen tgvlce)\/rgaad%%rgr?tz;rqgttghgg%t%r?alxr?]ri]lg A Bytne has
and, besides, by their perfect chastity do not all these men and ’ ’ ' o ( Da( £ > ) Vs a A8 ¢ J
women %ive a striking proof that the maste(rjv of the spirit over the + Priestly celibacy maintains a priest's purity - so candidates, this is not necessarily desirable. First of all, the ﬁfgﬁ?;%g‘:ﬁgrﬁ,deof?%@ glrjé It‘h%agnﬁ/tveg sfa(;(,‘ ftnﬁ)t,
body is the result of a divine assistance and the Si%‘ of proven necessary since he daily handles the Hoﬂ( Eucharist - the priesthood is only open to those with a calling. Many who developing the human person. In the oriest's heart love is
virtue?" (Pope Pius XIl, "Sacra Virginitas", 1954 A.D.) Body of Christ. seek t? "top%ntuFtJht'hﬁ P;‘ﬁ?tho‘?d %ﬁ mgre can Bdat?hs" Tﬁy by no means extinct. His charity is drawn from the purest
. . . wrongly tend to think of the priesthood as a job rather than source, practiced in the imitation of God and Christ, and
+ Priestly celibacy enables priests to be free for "We are no less assured by St. John Chrysostom's treatise on the a voca%/lon, or a calling. In fact, it is the Church's solemn is no less demanding and real than any other genuine
missionary activity - so necessary for the salvation of priesthood, which is still a¥ruitfu[ subject for reflection. Intenton duty to "close" the priesthood to unworthy candidates. By love. It gives the priest a limitless horizon, deepens and
o e e e By having sercus requrements for the pristood, e Church gives bieadih o s sense of esponsibily_a markof
; ; ‘e fai f him who mini r e dignity of the whi automatically gets rid of many unsuitable candidates - i i
+ Priestly celibacy shows the world one’s faith. his sacred duties belong, he affimed: it is becoming that he who candidates that are unwilling to sacrifice themselves for e e e erhogq. 4 generosity and
Finally, virginity consecrated to Christ is in itself such an ggﬁ?(’ltlsfggﬁ\“%sg 00d be as pure as if he were in heaven.” (Pope g,oq and thgw flock. %od wrlt 'Co?htmtul?l to n;l?ll trtmseﬁ {-rl]e enrichment." (Pope Paul VI, 1967 A.D.)
evidence of faith in the kingdom of heaven, such a proof of ! o esires, and we can be certain that He will not call those " . .
love for our Divine Redeemer, that there is little wonder if it "Show me the man who is able to explain or understand the value who could not live up to His Church's requirements. i,Tsh:n‘;'i’l}ﬂ,etgftﬁEaj,‘ 'ﬁ’gfc"jn'éﬂ‘ ?gigﬂé'e‘af,l‘j’ﬁﬁg‘i we
bears abundant fruits of sanctity. Innumerable are the virgins and excellence of purity, a virtue beyond all the common laws of - . f subordinate it to regson and thg law of grace, by striving
and apostles vowed to perfect chastity who are the honor of the nature. It is on earth a perfect type, and a lively picture of the + By rqqumnﬂ celibacy, the Church appears to reject wholeheartedly after what is noblest in human and
Church by he lofty sancliy o telr ives. In rth, virginty gves virginal purity which reigns in heaven. It is that which has passed marriage. Those who make such an accusation would also Christian lie. In order fo acquire this perfect mastery of
souls a force of spirit capable of Ieadin%them even to martyrdom, through air, clouds, and stars, and which, soaring above the angels, have to say that Christ and St. Paul rejected marriage, the spirit over the senses, it is not enough to refrain from
if needs be: such is the clear lesson of history which proposes a has found the Divine Word in the bosom of His Father, and has drawn since they both recommended celibacy ésee above). This is acts directly contrary to c’hastijy, butitis necessar?;_also
whole host of virgins to our admiration, from Agnes of Rome to Him to earth to be united to it in an inexpressible manner. Now, after obviously false, and especially so considering that Christ generously to renounce anything that may offend this
Maria Goretti." (Pope Pius XII, "Sacra Virginitas", 1954 A.D.) having been so fortunate as to find a pearl of so great a price, on what raised marriage to the dignity of the Sacrament. In the case Zlbrltg?onfea}rl% ?J"’ e'ggg?' ;eabggc a: Iréca%vigl sthierifl?:lllli)f:
. i . . . . plea can we allow it to be lost? Nevertheless, it is not |, but the Son of the Church, it would be fair to say that the Church is the i gd lib yn Who th {1 t 'pth light
+ Eggﬁﬂy celibacy gives the priest more time for his of God Himself, who assures us that the pure and chaste will be strongest defender of marriage in the entire world. Not only g} gz%ﬁglfgpriln:i {e's th%t p%?fegteghg%tiw%nlg viregilnglty
: g's(fo‘:]'i‘sfgggeifas"uﬁssg‘u:‘se:‘r/:"‘J?I and at this we need notbe ﬁoesfsrll? h(tant?rtit asa Saﬁregme"nt and rtejt(ejgts pracﬁicl%s far from harming the hcﬁ‘mal unfolding of man or wlomari,
Priestly celi revents a man from being torn : : armful to it, but she emphatically rejects divorce, holding on the contrary endow them with the highest mora
+ betﬁégncﬁi stE\l,ice gn% tehésC?lurach. om being to /\m%rlgg\e/e 5ng tt(?l_e(l)l]; tsh%%ﬁﬁrtcl?g King and Lord of ange?s. (St. that marriage is indissoluble untir death. nobility." (Pope Pius XII, "Sacra Virginitas", 1954 A.D.)
. ' : : ; "Finally, it t b rted do, that the ‘'mutual
+ Con?(ecéated virginity brings countless benefits to + Priestly celibacy frees the priest from manz duties and + 8ﬁ|r=?taacr¥ gf%gﬂf&gﬁ p:otgxfngrgglist’y\?\lshgudﬁd‘?ﬁg would hellr;])e,l' \yvhlicﬂqiasys%%gh? P Chrictian marmiage. is amore -
mankind. igati i ith his pri - dul ! effective aid in striving for personal sancfity than the solitude
We feel the deenest ioy at the thought of th bl %l?::?satwms that would otherwise interfere with his priestly ?hpostles.péactlce 4t after they were called by Jesus - even ome hehart"e:?] they t%hrm r'1 , of virggws ang y°e|'-ifba‘efs' Frc;r ‘
"We feel the deepest joy at the thought of the innumerable army ’ e married ones? although all those who have embraced a life of perfec
of virgins and apostles who, from the first centuries of the Church i i i i . X N chastity have deprived themselves of the expression of -
U1 on oy v e U rges oceie N1osves | it fom bolng o bebGe compelng Iy, - e and artogh come eyt (5. D v Be e 1 e e st foneleles X
more easily and fully to the salvation of their neighbor for the love ) d b .U, ey U 0
of Christ, and have thus been enabled to undertake and carry + Priests simply don't have time for a wife and children “Considering wh o they have diminished and despoiled the human
: b d . dering what contemporary scholarly investigation has personality. For they receive from the Giver of heavenl
through admirable works of religion and charity... Who can ever . . ascertained, it is not right to continue repeating that celibacy ifts something spiritual which far exceeds that 'mutua
B;%I:?l ?nnlflgitgur:jtehse én)gi?éslsofr;grrrl]etsh\évi?% ;lt)ilxl/efgoéénﬁtc&)ngf{r?éorquﬂstwho <+ Virginity is angelic. is ag'a]i.nst raatl.flfre t')_ecausedt run? colunte{ tEotlawful p‘n{silcal, ﬁelp‘ which husband and wife confer on each other. They
, \ sychic and affective needs, or to claim that a compléte
render them indispensable assistance?' To each and every one "In other sciences men have devised certain practical methods for ﬁ\ayture human personality demands fulfillment of these y gﬁQ?:sC Levlitattrﬁ%nésﬁli\éedsi\}%s II??eWam% Itshtjhse gesr%gﬁé“ih?@ﬂm’
E\s applicable] We gladly apply these words of Our Apostolic cultivating the particular subject; and so, | take it, virginity is the needs. Man, created to God's image and likeness, is not just no loss, but gains immensely. For who, more than the virgin,
xhortation, 'Menti %lostrae;' "...by this law of celibacy the priest [)racncal method in the science of the divine life, furnishing men with flesh and blood; the sexual instinct is not all that he has; can apply to himself that marvelous phrase of the Apostle
not only does not abdicate his paternity, but increases it he power of assimilating themselves with spiritual natures." (St. man has also, and pre-eminently, understanding, choice, Paul: 'I'live, now not I; but Christ liveth in me," For this reason
immensely, for he begets not for an earthly and transitory life but Gregory of Nyssa, 4th century A.D.) {Leeegl?irgf evggl(tg?lél::atggrl:?ﬁfegog“i’\gi |hr: s, gtnerymgvsérrﬁ{gam’ the Church has most wisely held that the celibacy of her
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